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Ken Ferguson talks to Michael Douglas, producer/star of The Jewel of the Nile. . . 


e has the same _—_ always been as close as lucky to land the TV how to be a producer, so 

intense look as ___ it is now. “I guess every series, The Streets Of San by the time One Flew 

his famous kid wants to have his own Francisco which is how | Over The Cuckoo’s Nest 

father. The identity. | knew | did, but it learned my craft. We did turned up, | was ready.” 

same walk, wasn't easy to get the 104 hours of that series This time Douglas 
similar voice. In fact breaks early on, and | loved every minute remained behind the 
Michael Douglas is a especially being the son of it. | directed two of the cameras as its producer. 


dead ringer for his dad, ___ of Kirk Douglas. But | got episodes and learned The movie, starring Jack 
Kirk Douglas, but Kirk’s | 

eldest son has found his 
own place in the sun as a 
top producer and movie 
star. His two Jack Colton 
adventures in Romancing 
The Stone and The Jewel 
Of The Nile have made 
him even more popular at 
box-offices all over the 
world. 

What he has not 
inherited from his father is 
that famous dimpled chin, 
and Kirk’s impatience 
often spiked with anger 
on a movie set. Kirk never 
did suffer fools gladly. 
And, to a certain extent, 
neither does Michael, but 
there's less temperament. 

“What | have inherited 
from my father is his ~~. i _CsSCSsSsSsKCSsC:s 
stamina and his tenacity,’ . 
said Michael when we 
met at a hotel in London. 
“I've also been able to 
learn from some of his 
mistakes, like sitting back 
and smelling the roses 
from time to time. Dad 
never stopped working. It ~ \ \ 
was drive, drive, drive. ‘ Ao ~ \. 
Sometimes he'd make ~ 
three or four movies a 
year. He was always 
working. But | have 
learned how fo relax. 
When | work, | work hard, 
and I’m afraid my family 
have to take a back seat, 
but it’s only on the 
promise that | will spend 
all my time and energy 
‘with my wife and son 
Cameron when the work 
is over. And this gives me 
tremendous pleasure.’ 

Michael's relationship : 
with his father has not In Richard Attenborough’s A Chorus Line 


SVE 








AA VIDEO TODAY - MARCH 1987 





W) j ; 
ey yyy 
yy ie “A By 


Pe 
B a) : Me 
P ey, rie a ; 
y GY 4 ; 


jewel 


ing the 


ichael Douglas watch 


Kathleen Turner and M 


Cc Som 

Soc $238 & 

ZOO;TKSo 6 

= 00 O coke 
ESE yS%ES oo] 
SP2SsEg° 253! 
Suc ftG—"=,¢] 
ag ec oO 
CD90OEFED | 
SaSSsuesze 

Doec@ogte oss 

2205S Reco2 

=SEEDTOL=G 

tee 8 a = a Pca c 
elsziy vp gf 2 £88 238 
BeeecS2 Safe ESERe FBS 
= 09 OOK 9,26" 9 ~-oSF o> 

ba soma = sm = 
noe bee tee as eau eSte Ze o | 
ve gee tes Se eee Ones g52 
BceBOfopess oe seo! es 
: Mime 
SEB ESE peso Seep sO ee 
eegeset sg 2o53 soso sRs° 
o 5 . > ea e>z2nd 

Oo c 2 Oe S23 -Aa.,£2565906 
SRoSES  eeduovese as os 
S9ELEvoS OaSPoSGSERSSS Ss 
9 os 

. vB d o $=02 

02,2,9 ge ¢ £5° 
ee c SSCS cena = oo] 
OYGT SOE EG 259°25 

0 e9_Sel so ceSe o2c\|=5 
| ge EOF SBI DOL f x 
eee ee SEcs Se oe 8 POAC | 
eeug= OD .2>999 =EcES 3 
oO De 530 o= 5G ct? 5=-= | 
=» = =69°,%S9tS og. >= on vo>i 
© OH SOLO" Sg GOSLoseZe 
25—co -0* oce eS EE~ one ® 
He ooo oS oP Or arse oO Ot 
BESEC OS SE ae SEOpS= OSES 
£GS2O5 boos Sofood SESBo 
Oo 

S$. bec 

oO. = 9 OF 

ta OX Gg9009 

os > 4°" fe 5 

Tod of OEC=>55= 
PSECQO 50-90 0S 9 
wasssso Oo Fe O35855> 
BEOneee TL Basey 7583 
woeeteeo fF ERSS ESS oS 
SOS CRI 5G SEED LE OSS 
m= HONS Or OD0==2 o 
SSsVqoeos > &etdozox=s 


0) 
s 
ze 
> 
ff 
ae 





MARCH 1987 





VIDEO TODAY 


30 














With Kathleen Turner in Romancing the Stone 


Nicholson, went on to win 
five Academy Awards and 
took over 200 million 
dollars at the box-office. 
To prove he was no flash- 
in-the-pan producer he 
next put together the 
superb The China 
Syndrome, giving himself 
a leading role opposite 
Jane Fonda and Jack 
Lemmon. And, to 
complete his hat-trick as 
a producer he made that 
joyous romp of an 
adventure, Romancing 
The Stone and went on to 
produce and star in the 
successful follow-up The 
Jewel Of The Nile in which 
he again plays the 
roguish Jack T. Colton 
opposite Kathleen Turner. 
“| made Romancing 
The Stone because | 
thought audiences 
needed a movie like this, 
and because | wanted to 
do something that was 
really different from the 
heavier stuff I'd been 
doing,” he explained. 
‘After producing China 
Syndrome and Cuckoos 
Nest | was sent all kinds of 
stories about world 
problems and diseases, 
but | was more interested 
in doing something 
lighter. For years my 
friends had been telling 
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me that I'd gotten away 
with murder playing 
moral, serious, 
responsible, honourable 
men, and that it was 
about time | showed 
myself as the sick young 
man | really am!” he 
laughed. 

Along came a siory 
about an adventurer 
named Jack T. Colton. 
Douglas was hooked on 
the character. “He was the 
sort of guy | was looking 
to play,’ he said. ‘Jack is 
closer to the real me than 
any other part I've 
played. But at first | didn’t 
actually intend to star in 
Romancing The Stone, just 
produce it. | was looking 
for another actor to play 
Jack, but in the end it 
was too good to give it to 
someone else!” So huge 
was its box-office success, 
that Douglas set out to 
come up with a sequel, 
The Jewel Of The Nile 
which takes up the story 
of Jack and Joan, and 
Ralph (Danny DeVito), six 
months after their previous 
adventure in South 
America. 

Did he have fun 
making both movies? 
“Fun?” he questioned. 
“Well it may look like I’m 
enjoying myself up there 


on the screen, but both 
have been monumental 
productions involving 
tremendous logistical 
problems. | wouldn't 
exactly use the word ‘fun’ 
— ‘challenge’ yes! We had 
a lot of problems making 
Jewel, most of which we 
brought on ourselves 
because of the lack of 
preparation. At times we 
worked in temperatures of 
425-130 degrees. Kathleen 
and | did a lot of the 


stunts, but | rather enjoyed | 


running along the top of 
a train going at 45mph. 
But for that scene in the 
catacombs where you 
see us both hanging 
upside down, well, we 
were both quite bruised 
on our wrists after that. 
That scene took about 
three or four days to do. 
We were also hit with 
some bad weather, as we 
were on Romancing. And 
in North Africa it hadn't 
rained for years! I’m 
beginning to think that 
maybe | should hire 
myself out as a rain god 
or something. Everywhere 
| go, rain!” 

Another exciting © 
sequence in the movie 
shows Douglas and 
Kathleen Turner in an F416 
jet, running out of control 





on the ground. But where 
did he get the jet? ‘Ah, I'll 
let you into a little secret,” 
he smiled. “We built it! 
Finding a real F416 jet is 
another story. What we 
did in fact was to go toa 
toy store where you can 
buy these little plastic 
models. We took the plans 
and diagrams and blew 
them up full scale. The 
plane was then 
constructed at the studio 
in Nice and then 
transported, in pieces, to 
the location in North 
Africa. Looks good, 
doesn't it! | think that 
scene is one of the 
highlights of the movie, 
with us trying to escape 
from the villains and 


‘driving the plane like it 


was Q car.’ 

Douglas hopes to do a 
third movie in this popular 
series. “I'm figuring what it 
should be about,’ he 
said. “But Kathleen and | 
both want to work 
together again. Danny 
DeVito is one of my oldest 
friends. Back in 1966 we 
did our first paying job as 
actors together, so all 
three of us want to do 
another adventure. We'll 
see.” 

Jack Colton fans will 
be delighted ... 
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